I. In The Claims: 

Please amend the claims as follows; 
Claims 1 -4 (canceled) 

5. (currently amended) A method for making a combination of a thematic 
package and an article contained in the package for combined marketing , the method including 
the steps of: 

constructing the package as a replica of a recognizable icon, the package having 
a shape that is different than any shape [of the article] to be contained therein, 

the shape of the package visually [conveying information about] suggestive of an 
activity associated with the icon in which the article is used during the activity , after removal 
from the package . 

the package having a ha l low hollow interior; [and] 

locating the article within the ha ll ow hollow interior of the package to form [a] the 
combination of the article and the thematically-shaped package : and 
marketing the combination . 

Claims 6-7 (canceled) 

8. (currently amended) The method of claim 5, wherein the step of 
constructing includes: constructing the package as a the replica of a golf ball as the icon, and 
wherein the activity is a game of golf. 



9. (currently amended) The method of claim 5, wherein the step of 
constructing includes: constructing a the replica ef as a baseball as the icon, and wherein the 
activity is a game of baseball. 




10. (currently amended) The method of claim 5, wherein the step of 
constructing includes: constructing the package as a the replica of a life presen/er as the icon, 
and wherein the activity is a race . 

1 1 . (currently amended) The method of claim 5, wherein the step of 
constructing includes: constructing the package as a the replica of a football as the icon, and 
wherein the activity is a game of football . 

12. (currently amended) The method of claim 5, wherein the step of 
constructing includes: constructing the package as a the replica of a tennis ball as the icon, and 
wherein the activity is a game of tennis . 

1 3. (currently amended) The method of claim 5, wherein the step of 
constructing includes: constructing the package as a the replica of a soccer ball as the icon, and 
wherein the activity is a game of soccer . 

14. (currently amended) The method of claim 5, wherein the step of 
constructing includes: constructing the package as a the replica of a rugby ba ll wheel as the icon, 
and wherein the activity is a race . 

1 5. (currently amended) The method of claim 5, wherein the step of 
constructing includes: constructing the package as the replica of a card symbo l izing charge aod or 
bank cards card as the icon, and wherein the activity includes use of the card . 
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1 6. (canceled) 



1 7. (currently amended) The method of claim 5, further including the step of 
locating a logo on the r e p li ca package . 



adding an outer layer of packaging to the combination, the outer layer of packaging also shaped 
to visually conv e y i nformat i on about suggest the associated activity. 

1 9. (original) The method of claim 1 8, wherein the outer layer includes a sleeve 

for golf balls. 

20. (currently amended) The method of claim 5, wherein the step of constructing 
further includes the step of: 

constructing the rep li ca package to have additional utility independent from 
and hav i ng a shap e v i sua ll y convoy i ng informat i on about an act i v i ty associat e d w i th the rop li ca 
containing said article . 

21 . (currently amended) The method of claim 1 9, wherein the step of 
constructing the fepliea package to have additional utility includes the step of: 

constructing the package to be a toy after said removal of said article . 

22. (currently amended) The method of claim 20, wherein the step of 
constructing the r e p li ca package to have additional utility further includes the step of: 

constructing the r e p li ca package out of a substance capable of to r e c ei v e 



1 8. (currently amended) 



The method of claim 5, further including the step of: 
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receiving subsequent writing from a pen or magic marker th e r e on . 

23. (currently amended) Tine method of claim 5, wherein the step of 
constructing includes securing to an exterior part of the package further inc l uding a means for 
attaching the r e p l ica package to an oth e r another article. 

24. (currently amended) A method for making a combination of thematic 
packaging and an article contained in the thematic packaging , the method including the steps of: 

forming the combination by providing aft the obj e ct article in a the package, 

the package being shaped like a particular ball to visually conv e y informat i on about 

suggest a particular sport activity associated with said ball, the package being openable to 

remove the article. 

the object being a member of the group of rain gear consisting of a wiping cloth, a 
rain coat, a rain vest, a golf bag cover, a ditty bag, a poncho, a hat, and a seat cover^ 

the member being useful during the activity wherein the package is openable to 
remove the obj e ct article for use of the object while engaged in the associated activity. 

25. (currently amended) A method for making a combination of thematically- 
shaped packaging for a thematically associated article contained therein, the method including 
the steps of: 

constructing a package having a shape that is a recognizable icon visually 
suggestive of conv e y i ng i nformat i on about an activity associated with the icon, 

the package having a hollow interior to form the packaging for the article; 

locating the article within the hollow interior of the package, 

the article having a use in the associated activity^ to form a the combination of the 
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article and the thematically-shaped packaging; and wherein the step of constructing further 
includes the step of: 

constructing the package as a replica of a golf ball to visually conv e y informat i on of 
assoc i ation of suggest the activity of a game of golf; and wherein the step of locating the article 
within the packaging further includes the step of: 

locating rain gear, as the article, within the hollow interior of the replica such that 
the rain gear is removable for the use during, and visually associated for use in^ the activity of 
playing the game of golf in the rain. 

26. (currently amended) A method of making a combination of thematically- 
shaped packaging *©f and an article contained therein, the method including the steps of: 

constructing the package as a replica of a symbol having a shape that visually 
suggests conv e y s i nformat i on about an activity associated with the symbol, 

the package having a hollow interior to form the packaging for the article; 

locating the article within the hollow interior of the packaging, 

the article having a use in the associated activity^ 

and form i ng act i v i ty and to form form i ng a the combination of the article and the 
thematically-shaped packaging; 

and wherein the step of constructing further includes the step of: 

constructing the package as a replica of a baseball to visually conv e y i nformat i on 
about suggest the associated activity of a baseball game; 

and wherein the step of locating the article within the package further includes the 

step of: 

locating rain gear, as the article, within the packaging such that the rain gear is 
removable for the use during, and visually associated with^ the associated activity of watching the 



-6- 





baseball game in the rain. 

27. (currently amended) The method of any one claims 5 and 8-23, further 
includ i ng wherein the step of locatinqT 

packag i ng th e package w i th i n an oth e r packag e , th e other packag e sugg e st i ve of 

tho mombor of th e group is carried out with rain gear as the article . 



including the steps of: wh e r ei n th e st e p of l ocat i ng th e art i c i o w i th i n th e ho ll ow i nc l udes e ngag i ng 
l i ps on r e spoct i vo port i ons of th e packag e to oncas e th e art i c le , th e port i ons form i ng ha l ves of tho 
ho ll ow when jo i ned dur i ng th e l ocat i ng s t e p 



activity, after removal from the package . 

29. (currently amended) The method of any one claims 5 and 8-23, wherein 
the step of constructing includes constructing the replica out of plastic and the article out of 
plastic . 

30. (currently amended) The method of claim 5 29, wherein the step of 
l ocat i ng constructing is carried out with the art i c le b ei ng an art i c le mad e of p l a s t i c activity being a 
sport activity . 

31 . (currently amended) The method of claim 5 26, wherein the step of 
l ocat i ng th e artic le w i thin th e ho ll ow i no l udos engag i ng l i ps on rospoct i v e port i ons of th e ba ll to 
e ncas e th e art i cl e , constructing includes constructing the package as having separably ioinable 



28. (currently amended) 



The method of any one of claims 5 and 8-23, further 



locating another article within the hollow, the other article having a use during the 
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pieces, the pieces being ioinable to form the hollow interior of the package and being separably to 
open the package for the removal of the article. 

32. (new) The method of claim 5, wherein the step of constructing includes 
the step of imprinting a message on the package, the message being suggestive of the use of 
the article. 

33. (new) The method of claim 27, wherein the step of constructing includes 
constructing the package as having separably joinable pieces, the pieces being joinable to form 
the hollow interior of the package and being separably to open the package for the removal of the 
article. 

34. (new) A method for making more than one combination of a thematic 
package and article respectively contained therein for combined marketing, the method 
including the steps of: 

constructing the packages as respective replicas of at least one recognizable 
icon, one of the packages having a shape that is different than any shape to be contained 
therein, 

each said package having a shape visually suggestive of an activity associated 
with said at least one icon in which the respective article is used during the activity, after 
removal from the package, and 

each said package having a hollow interior; 

locating the respective articles within the respective hollow interiors of the 
respective packages to form the more than one combination of the articles and the thematic 
packages; and 
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marketing the more than one combination. 

35. (new) The method of claim 34, wherein: 

the step of constructing the packages to replicate the at least one recognizable 
icon is carried out with each said at least one recognizable icon being a golf ball; and further 
including the step of packaging the more than one combination in a box having an appearance 
of a sleeve for golf balls to permit carrying out of said step of marketing the more than one 
combination. 

36. (new) The method of claim 34, wherein the step of marketing the more 
than one combination is carried out with the respective packages resembling balls and with a 
box therefore. 

37. (new) The method of claim 34, wherein the step of locating is carried out 
with the articles respectively being different kinds of rain gear. 

38. (new) The method of claim 34, wherein the step of locating is carried out 
with the articles respectively being different kinds of articles. 

39. (new) The method of claim 38, wherein the step of locating is carried out 
with one of the kinds of articles including rain gear. 

40. (new) The method of claim 34, wherein the step of constructing the 
packages includes constructing the packages to respectively resemble a variety of balls. 
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41 . (new) The method of any one claims 5 and 8-23, wherein the step of 
locating is carried out with the article from a group consisting of sun screen, a band-aide, a golf 
tee, a ball mark, insect repellent, and bee sting treatment. 
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